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HAVANA, ISLE OF PINES LUTHERANS 


Dedicate New Churches 


“Both pastor and people are deeply 
grateful to the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League and to fellow Lu- 
therans who, through their Church 
Extension Fund, have made possible 
this fulfillment of a dream,” writes 
Rey. E. F. Gruell, pastor of Christ 
the Redeemer Congregation, Havana, 
Cuba, whose new church was dedi- 
cated Sept. 20. 

Preachers were Rey. Robert Gus- 
sick, Mission Counselor for the Carib- 
bean area, and Dr. Andrew Melendez, 
Spanish Lutheran Hour speaker. Rev. 
Herman Glienke, Isle of Pines, was 
liturgist, and Pastor Gruell performed 
the rite of dedication. 

Located in a residential suburb, the 
church seats 250 and provides facil- 
ities for Sunday school, meetings, and 
social activities. 


In one day as many as 100 tourists have stopped to see a Lutheran church thy 
adds to the beauty of a Spanish community — St. John’s, dedicated Aug. 9. 


Christ the Redeemer Church, Havana, built with the help of a $50,000 LWM;j 


Two milestones were reached whe 
St. John’s Church, Nueva Gerona, Iss 
of Pines, Cuba, dedicated its new hous 
of worship Aug. 9. 

The congregation of some 300 aj 
tending the afternoon Spanish servicé 
was “perhaps the largest Lutheran gatl 
ering ever before held on Cuban soill 
the completed building “gave our Lv 
theran Church the largest temple c 
any religious group in our community’ 
reports Pastor H. J. Glienke. 

Average attendance for Sunda 
morning English services is about 9¢ 
and the Spanish-English Sunday schoe 
enrolls nearly 100. Evening services i 
Spanish, started two years ago, serv 
some 30 worshipers. 

Thanks to the Mission Board, sayj 
the pastor, “the door stands open t 
proclaim Christ to lost souls among us: 


grant and a Church Extension Fund loan, was dedicated Sept. 20. 
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310 Michigan Churches 
Take Part in PTR 


During a statewide Preaching-Teach- 
1g-Reaching mission conducted in 310 
fichigan churches, Nov. 1—5, 29,664 
1embers visited 28,580 homes, giving 
hristian witness to 55,167 persons. 

“Only eternity will reveal the full 
ssults of these calls,” reports Dr. Ar- 
vand H. Ulbrich, pastor of Church 
f the Nativity, Detroit, and Michigan 
Jistrict evangelism contact man. 

During the five-day mission, prelim- 
vary figures show, 3,681 people ex- 
ressed the desire to be instructed in 
1e Christian faith; 926, to be received 
ito membership by reaffirming their 
ith; and 1,368, to be transferred to 

closer church in order to “serve the 
ord more faithfully.” 

Also, according to promises received, 
943 will attend Sunday school, and 
291 will receive Holy Baptism. 

“Although some of the children 
ained for Sunday school are among 
10se who will be baptized,” says Pastor 
Ibrich, “it appears from these figures 
vat almost 13,000 souls are being 
dded to the church as the result of the 
ork and prayers of ‘this one week.” 

Invaluable for the future, adds Pas- 
yr Ulbrich, is the “mounting enthu- 
asm throughout the state for the work 
f evangelism, the deepening concern 
yr souls, the growing realization that 
yeryone who believes in Jesus can 
yeak of Him to others, and the in- 
‘eased awareness that the Lord who 
1s done great things for His people 
ill also, in keeping with His promises, 
) great things through them.” 

Among the participating congrega- 
ons were 20 from the English District, 
3 from the Wisconsin Synod, and vir- 
ally all Michigan District parishes. 


New York Churches 
Welcome All Races 


“Our churches and all our facilities 
e open to everyone without regard to 
ce or color,” some 60 New York area 
stors of The Lutheran Church — 
issouri Synod recently announced. 
“Whereas, We have all been created 
-one blood by God; and 

“Whereas, God is no respecter of 
rsons,” they declared in a resolution, 
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“we believe all forms of prejudice based 
upon race or color to be morally 
wrong. ... This means that any form 
of racial prejudice is utterly out of the 
question.” 

These principles, their statement said, 
are being practiced by the Missouri 
Synod’s churches in mixed neighbor- 
hoods and are being promoted by such 
agencies as the Lutheran Race Relations 
Institute and the Lutheran Inner City 
Church Association of Metropolitan 
New York. 


Visiting as Guests of 


Bonn Government 


Pastor Paul W. Brauer of First Lu- 
theran Church, Boston, Mass., is one 
of nine denominational representatives 
from the U.S. who spent the month of 
November as guests of the Federal Re- 
public of Germany. 

Two pastors of the United Lutheran 
Church in America were also members 
of the group. During their visit as a 
part of the exchange program between 
the U. S. and Germany they studied 
present-day life and _ institutions — 
political, economic, social, and cul- 
tural—in the Federal Republic and 
Berlin. 

In addition to Bonn and Berlin, the 
nine clergymen visited the cities of 
Duesseldorf, Bielefeld, Hanover, Ham- 
burg, Munich, Stuttgart, and Frankfurt. 


““FARTHEST NORTH” CHURCH 
HOSTS ALASKA CONFERENCE 


Members of the Alaska pastoral conference 
held their first meeting in the ‘‘farthest north” 
church of the Missouri Synod — Fairbanks Lu- 


theran Church, Fairbanks, Alaska. 


Financed by a loan from Synod’s Church 
Extension Fund through the Northwest District, 
the edifice of the young congregation was dedi- 


cated in August. 
Pastor Omar Stuenkel, 


the first service July 20, 1958. 


“Our attendance at the Sunday morning 
service,”’ he writes, ‘presently averages 125.” 


L. to r.: Chaplain (Major) Joel Ross of Eielson 
AFB near Fairbanks, Rev. Omar Stuenkel, 


Rolland” Fritz of Palmer and Anchorage, 


west District. 
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who came to the 
A9th State after serving Calvary Church, Port- 
land, Oreg., from 1952 to 1958, conducted 


Rev. 
Rey. 
Joseph Frenz of Anchorage, and Rey. Carl Nitz, 
Counselor in Stewardship and Education, North- 


Missouri Synod Ready 
To Meet with NLC 


The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod, through its Committee on Doc- 
trinal Unity, has agreed to meet with 
the National Lutheran Council to ex- 
plore relationships between the two 
groups, which represent about 90 per 
cent of the Lutherans in North America. 

In a letter to Dr. Paul C. Empie, 
Executive Director of the NLC, Dr. 
John W. Behnken, President of the 
Missouri Synod, expressed “readiness to 
meet with you for the purpose of ex- 
ploring the status quo at a date mutu- 
ally satisfactory.” 

Authorization for such a meeting was 
given at the San Francisco convention. 

The invitation for discussions, first 
extended by the NLC in October 
1958, was “respectfully declined” by 
Dr. Behnken because of unity discus- 
sions within the Synodical Conference 
and because of two separate merger 
negotiations among bodies of the NLC. 

In a letter to Dr. Empie in March of 
this year President Behnken agreed to 
submit the invitation to the Committee 
on Doctrinal Unity for reconsideration. 
The present acceptance is the result. 

Several members of the Missouri 
Synod’s committee were to meet with 
members of the NLC executive commit- 
tee on Noy. 19 to set time and place 
and to formulate an agenda for the 
meeting. 
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River Forest Library 
Memorializes Dr. Klinck 


The Board of Control of Concordia 
Teachers College, River Forest, Ill., at 
its October meeting renamed the college 
library “Klinck Memorial Library” in 
memory of the late Dr. Arthur W. 
Klinck. 

Dr. Klinck was president of the col- 
lege from 1939 to 1953 and at the time 
of his death on Aug. 6 was chairman of 
the department of historical theology 
at the St. Louis seminary. 

“The Board of Control believes,” 
said Dr. Martin L. Koehneke, president 
of the college, “that this memorial is 
a fitting tribute to the distinctive contri- 
butions and emphases of Dr. Klinck’s 
administration.” 


Nagercoil Seminary Gives 
Refresher Course to 120 


“The refresher course has made us 
do some fresh thinking,” commented 
pastors, preachers, and seminary stu- 
dents from all parts of the India Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Church who attended 
the triennial refresher course at the 
Nagercoil seminary, Sept. 1—9. 

Based on the theme “He Makes All 
Things New,” the conference was de- 
signed to present deeper insights into 
the truths of Scripture, reports Prof. 
Herbert M. Zorn, member of the 
Nagercoil faculty. 

Daily sessions opened with a Com- 
munion service. After a two-hour 


period devoted to essays on the theme, 
these were studied in further detail in 
group discussions. 
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Sessions opened with a 6:30 A.M. Communion service 


As each of the 120 men came to the 
conference, he received outlines, Bible 
study, and discussion notes in his own 
language — English, Malayalam, of 
Tamil. The discussions and essays were 
all in the vernaculars. 

“In India, where books in the ver- 
naculars are rare and expensive, a re- 
fresher course is of particular value. 
And in a country that is only 12 years 
away from its declaration of independ- 
ence, refresher courses such as these 
can be of great help in guiding pastors 
to realize the place of the church in 
their nation,” Professor Zorn comments. 


Laymen Credited for 
Evangelism Resurgence 


A “tremendous resurgence” in evan- 
gelism within American Protestantism 
in recent years is the result of increased 
witnessing by laymen, a national evan- 
gelism leader said recently. 

Dr. Harold H. McConnell of New 
York, executive director of the depart- 
ment of evangelism of the National 
Council of Churches, revealed that 
more than 2,500,000 men have been 
trained for lay witnessing and have 
shared in lay evangelism campaigns. 

“In this day when there is so much 
bad news, the laymen of the churches 
are recognizing that the good news of 
the Gospel carries the one hope for 
man and society,” he declared. 

Dr. McConnell said the results of the 
increased evangelistic activity — by all 
denominations — are reflected in the 
fact that the percentage of the U. S. 
population belonging to a church has 
increased from 49 in 1945 to 63 today. 
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From 8:30 to 10:30 A.M. the assembly heard essays 


Contributions to Churche: 
Reach $2,352,159,290 


Contributions by members of 44 
Protestant and Eastern Orthodox des 
nominations in the U.S. totaled a recy 
ord $2,352,159,290 in 1958, compare 
with $2,206,593,817 for 52 bodies rez 
porting the previous year. 

The figures were reported by Re 
Thomas K. Thompson, executive direc: 
tor of the Department of Stewardshiy 
and Benevolence of the National Coun: 
cil of Churches. 

Where comparable figures for 1958 
and 1957 were available, giving wa 
shown to have increased almost sever 
per cent over the previous year. 

Per-capita contributions during 195 
averaged $62.25. The four churck 
bodies with the highest per-membe3 
giving for all purposes were: Free 
Methodist Church, $243.95; Seventh: 
day Adventists, $217.31; Pilgrim Holij 
ness Church, $194.85; Evangelical Free 
Church of America, $182.27. 


First Missouri Synod 
Pastor Ordained in Maine 


Rev. L. Frank Bunn, in a ceremony 
at Grace Lutheran Church, Lewistonn 
Me., became the first pastor of tha 
Missouri Synod ever to be ordained it 
that state. 

A graduate of Concordia Seminar 
St. Louis, he has been assigned te 
establish a church in the South Port 
land-Cape Elizabeth area. This will be 
the second congregation of the Synoc 
in Maine. Grace Church was founde¢ 
in 1916. 
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Hollywood’s Biblical 
Extravaganzas Assailed 


Hollywood’s Biblical extravaganzas 
e really anti-Biblical, the Christian 
ntury Magazine has charged. 
In the lead editorial of its Oct. 28 
ue the undenominational Protestant 
-ekly says what is worse is that the 
otestant churches of this country are 
ing used to promote such new films 
The Big Fisherman, Solomon and 
eba, and Ben Hur. 
Such films, the Century said, repre- 
nt Hoilywood’s discovery “that Bible 
d bubblebath make an unbeatable 
x-Office combination.” 
“We cannot remedy everything about 
ollywood,” the editorial added, “but 
otestants can at least begin to chal- 
age the promotion of lurid distortions 
the Bible. Protestants need not sub- 
lize these vulgar efforts to use the 
ble against itself.” 
Protestant churches, said the Cen- 
ry, have been giving publicity in their 
letins and periodicals to such other 
ollywood “anti-Biblical” productions 
The Prodigal, David and Bathsheba, 
mson and Delilah, and The 10 Com- 
andments. 
The magazine declared that some of 
2 movie promotional material it has 


He called you by our Gospel to 
the obtaining of the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 2 Thessalonians 


mt: 
THE GOSPEL 


When Fust and Schoeffer in 1457 
published their world-famous Psal- 
ter, they chose as their colophon this 
symbol of the Cross triumphant over 
the world; they were sure that, with 
printing, the Gospel would finally be 
victorious over the whole earth. We 
are still far removed from that great 
day. 

The Gospel is that doctrine of 
the Bible in which God tells us the 

- good news of our salvation in Jesus 
Christ. “In this was manifested the 
‘love of God toward us because that 
God sent His only-begotten Son into 
the world that we might live through 
Him,” 1 John 4:9. : 
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News of the Church in the World af 


received “could have been taken from 
one of the 50-cent pornography maga- 
zines.” 

Criticizing the huge cost of the 
films, the Century added, “Much of the 
money will come from church people 
whose religious leaders have urged them 
to attend.” 


Fires Cost Churches 
$18,166,000 Last Year 


Church property with a valuation 
of $18,166,000 was destroyed by fires 
during the past year, according to fig- 
ures compiled by the National Fire 
Protection Association’s headquarters at 
Boston. 

The total of 4,200 fires in U. S. 
churches was 1,100 more than in the 
previous year. Total dollar losses 
showed a decrease of about $2,500,000. 

In analyzing the blazes the associa- 
tion discovered that defective heating 
systems caused most of them. Incendi- 
aries also played a large part, more than 
in other types of buildings. Faulty elec- 
trical wiring was the third-largest cause 
of fires. 

“The major problem in church fires 
is delayed discovery,” the association 
said, “since so often there are few or 
no people around the building to detect 
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This glorious Gospel Paul calls 
“the power of God unto salvation,” 
Romans 1:16. Jesus sums it up in 
His own words to Nicodemus: “God 
so loved the world that He gave His 
only-begotten Son that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life,” John 3:16. 

In the ancient church the Gospel 
was always read by the highest offi- 
cial present, for the Gospel reading 
was looked upon as the appearance 
of Jesus Himself in the midst of the 
congregation. At this point all the 
candles were lighted to symbolize the 
coming of the “Light of the World.” 
Everyone rose to sing the Hallelujah 
as He approached, the “Glory be to 
Thee, O Lord” after the Gospel was 
announced, and the “Praise be to 
Thee, O Christ” after the Gospel was 
read. 
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the fire. This allows a small blaze to 
grow into a big one.” 

The best answer to this problem, it 
said, is automatic fire detection and 
installation of sprinklers. 

“One thing we would like to preach 
is the necessity for exit drills in Sunday 
schools,” the association said. “They 
are just as essential as in public schools, 
more so in many instances, because 
Sunday school quarters frequently in- 
clude odd corners and rooms here and 
there, basement areas, etc., pressed into 
service to meet expansion needs.” 


Lauded for Work Among 
Australian Aborigines 


Australian government officials at 
Sydney joined in praising missionaries 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Australia for their work in helping to 
educate aboriginal tribes of central 
Australia. 

In a report over Radio Australia 
the officials hailed the missionaries for 
their “walkabout” wanderings through 
sparsely populated areas of the country, 
arranging lessons for children wherever 
possible in reading, writing, religion, 
and hygiene. 

The ELCA is affiliated with The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod. 


The Cross, as symbol of the Gos- 
pel triumphant over the world — en- 
circling the whole earth, penetrating 
the very depths — is still the best 
symbol of what God does for all 
men. It shows the grace of God in 
giving us our Savior. 

This must be preached to all who 
are troubled because of their sins. 
This means not only the Word but 
also the sacraments as the means of 
grace by which God offers, bestows, 
and seals to men forgiveness of sins, 
life, and salvation. 

This, then, remains our task to the 
end of time: “Having the everlasting 
Gospel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth and to every na- 
tion and kindred and tongue and 
people,” Revelation 14:6. 


ADALBERT R. KRETZMANN 
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il. NOT YET 


The Adverb of 
Confident Hope 


By Victor F Harding 


“Inthe Witness of Nov yes 
ae first of three “Advent oe on 


the basis of 1 John 3: tC 2 


adverb of dynamic appeal to action. 
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ADVENT ADVERBS 


Behold what manner of ie de . 
Father hath bestowed ‘upon us. that we . 
_ : oe be called the sons (children. of _ 


ae Deaton will be ace the / 


Hidden Dignity 


“Behold what manner of love thi 
Father hath bestowed upon us that wi 
should be called the children of God. 

With these glowing words of enraf} 
tured adoration the apostle exhorts 
for our comfort to mark well the gree 
love, the unspeakable love, which ha 
become our possession and which hag 
invested us with the most amazin) 
nobility and dignity, that of childre 
of God. There can be no higher dignitt 
than this, but it is as yet a hidden di 
nity, hidden with Christ in God. It re 
quires the eyes of faith to recognizq 
this dignity. 

The world, of course, cannot appre¢ 
ciate what we have and are by Godl 
grace. John emphasizes this as he adds 
“Therefore the world knoweth us nod 
because it knew Him not.” Don’t ex 
pect the world to acknowledge yo 
dignity when it failed to know and ac 
knowledge God Himself as He reveale 
Himself in creation, in His acts in his 
tory, especially in the sending of Hi 
Son, going so far as to crucify the Lor 
of Glory. No, it’s not surprising the; 
the world does not appreciate what 
have received and what we are as God! 
children. 

The surprising thing is that we oun 
selves so often fail to realize what w 
are through the grace of God. Thr 
trouble with us is that we don’t do whe 
God tells us to do, we don’t behold, 
don’t look long enough and steadil] 
enough upon that love which has madif 
us children. 

You will never get the happiness, t 
joy, the strength, the peace, the feelini 
of conscious security which is yo 
birthright by reason of the new birti 
through faith, unless you do what Go: 
tells you to do, unless you make it you 
habit to look at the love of God, ti 
look and look and look until that gazy 
warms and fills your heart and you ca 
say in confident faith, relying on tht 
promises of God and the accompanyint 
witness of the Holy Spirit within you 
“Abba, dear Father, Thou hast madi 
me, too, Thy child.” 


Ss 


Not Yet — But | 


Great as is our present dignity 
a greater destiny is still before ua 
“Beloved, now are we the children dl 


God. And it doth not yet appear wha 


THE LUTHERAN WITNES 


- Shall be” (v. 2). Now we are princes 
the most royal blood, walking about 
Ognito. That which distinguishes us 
the eyes of God from the children 
the world is not yet so apparent that 
u could forthwith and unerringly pick 
t a child of God from a crowd — 
t dignity is hidden. But the day is 
ming when the hidden dignity shall 
manifested, when we shall be un- 
led before all creation and certainly 
0 before ourselves as the sons, the 
ildren, of God. It is the day when 
> shall appear. 

Again, now we are pilgrims in a for- 
yn land, exposed to all the trials and 
mptations which are common to all 
10 are living in the land where we 
journ. But the day is coming when 
> shall lay aside the pilgrim staff in 
e homeland and take the scepter and 
ign with our Elder Brother Christ 
er the Father’s kingdom. That day 
the day when He shall appear. 


In Process of Becoming 


Again, to use a striking expression 
Luther, “Wir Christen sind im 
erden, nicht im Gewordensein — We 
iristians are in process of becoming, 
tt in the state of having become.” 
1at is, in our Christian life we are still 
r, far from being what we should be, 
id if God’s grace did not daily and 
shly forgive us all sins, we would be 
sowned as the children of God. But 
e day is coming when we shall have 
rived, when we shall be found to have 
come, not merely becoming. The 
vine image of perfect knowledge and 
liness will be completely restored 
us. That day is the day when He 
all appear. 
Finally, we know it only too well 
at this body of ours now bears many 
aces of the ruin of sin, subject as we 
e to sickness, disease, mental and 
ryous exhaustion, pain, and _ final 
ath. But the day is coming when this 
le body will be transfigured and fash- 
ned like unto the glorious body of 
arist, removed forever from those dis- 
ilities and troublesome experiences. 
t doth not yet appear what we shall 
, but we know that, when He [our 
vior] shall appear, we shall be like 
im, for we shall see Him as He AS ec 
vat glorious day of His appearance 
Il be the day when our sonship will 
_ manifested, the day of the redemp- 
yn of our body, the day of the liberty 
‘the sons of God in which all creation 
going to share, when God's “very 
od” shall ring out once more over 
is new creation. 
The Bible does not reveal all the 
tails of what is in store for us in 
nder land. It tells us enough — 
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enough to keep us on the tiptoe of ex- 
pectation, enough to let us know that 
our fondest hopes will be surpassed, 
enough to enable us in confident hope 
to rise above the sufferings of the time 
in which we are now living. 
Like Him 

Much of what we are told is put into | 
negatives like these: “There shall be 
no night there, no more curse, no more 
sighing nor weeping, no more death.” 
But here, at least, is one promise which 
is positive and is equal to volumes: “We 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is.” 

We must let these words sink down 
deep into our souls: “We shall be like © 
Jesus, for we shall see Him as He is.” 
One theologian has said that this prom- 
ise strained his faith more than any — 
other thing in the Bible: “We — I — 
like Jesus?” Yet that is the promise of 
God. We children of God shall see | 
Him, and that epochal moment when — 
we see Him whom our soul loves more 
than life itself will be the glorious day 
of our transformation into His likeness. 

We have certainly all beheld men and 
women, perhaps our father and mother, 
who, living close to Jesus from day to 
day, from year to year, seem to be 
growing more unearthly, heavenly, 
Christlike in their whole aspect. That 
process of assimilation, of growing like- 
ness to Jesus, will be completed in all 
of God’s children when they will see 
the Son of God at His appearing. 

Do you thrill at the prospect? Is it 
your confident hope that you shall see 
Jesus, that you shall be with Him, that | 
you shall be like Him, completely trans- 
formed into His image? Then you shall 
want to keep close to Him even now 
through faith walking in love as He 
walked, irradiating in your life some- 
thing of the purity of the land which 
you call your eternal home. 

(III will appear Dec. 15) 
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Vew 


APPROACH 


0 


FAMILY 


WORSHIP 


By Robert E. Wunderlich 


Singing together is bringing together our familie 


Is the Lutheran Church still the 
“Singing Church”? And is the strength 
of our church still found in families 
whose members fortify each other in 
faith and life? 

These are serious questions, and they 
are questions which trouble many peo- 
ple today. Right here in the LUTHERAN 
WITNEss, for instance, the Family 
Council often discusses such problems 
as: How can we keep the family to- 
gether? How can we use our time to- 
gether most meaningfully? 

At the same time, as every reader 
of the Letters column knows, great con- 
cern is being evidenced for the singing 
life of the “Singing Church.” There is 
considerable disagreement on the type 
of hymn that makes the best material 
for public worship and private devo- 
tion. But almost everybody seems to 
agree on one thing: regardless of the 
type, we do not know enough hymns. 
There are so few of them that we can 
sing any time, any place, without a hym- 
nal. There are so few of them, in other 
words, that we have made our own. 
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We can attack both of these prot 
lems with one stroke and have muc. 
pleasure doing it. Certainly one of thi 
greatest factors in promoting unity of 
spirit within the family is the famil! 
altar, or daily family devotions. Tha 
practice of living the doctrine of tt 
priesthood of all believers can an 
should be a foundation stone of th 
church’s life—a daily reflection of 
the weekly worship in the church. | 


A Double Solution 


But what are some of the difficulties 
we experience in trying to put this ide& 
into practice? Isn’t it true that we oftes 
find our family devotions somewhat 
dull and dry, lacking in participatio 
wanting in excitement and interest? W\ 
often miss the vitality of a family grou} 
experience in which all can share, ©! 
which all can feel their part in tht 
closely knit family circle. 

And here we see the double solutio 
with which we can attack both tht 
problems mentioned: Why not brinf 
the hymnal into the family worship an 
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end a part of the daily devotions to- 
ther in song, glorifying God and shar- 
3 the joy of discovering new treasures 
our hymns? Why not even conduct 
> family devotions around the piano 
well as around the table? There is 
Obably no activity where the feeling 
participation in the oneness of 
group can be better expressed or 
ore strongly felt. Inattention and lack 
interest become less of a problem, 
the experience of thousands shows, 
To carry this out, we will need at 
ust one copy of The Lutheran Hymnal 
our home. Perhaps we can hope for 
e day when not a single family of 
ir church will be without its own copy 
r copies) of this handbook of the 
urch’s worship. 
Page through the first part of your 
mnal sometime, and notice the price- 
ss devotional material and valuable 
formation in the first 170 pages. 
And the hymns themselves! You 
uld present the entire Gospel with 
_ its implications for the Christian 
e; you could bring a message of sal- 
tion and comfort and peace to suit 
yy occasion or any condition of men 
thout stepping outside the covers of 
is hymnal. This is not frosting on the 
ke; this is meat and potatoes for the 
1ristian! 


Family Worship with Hymns 


With the hymnal alongside the Bible 
| the family bookshelf, then, let’s see 
We can’t imagine how such family 
otship might be conducted. 

The family is seated around the table. 
1e leader (not always Father, I hope) 
is ready one of our devotional book- 
s, such as Portals of Prayer or My 
evotions, or some other good material, 
id the family’s hymnbooks. The leader 
s also picked several hymns that are 
lated to the reading. For the hymn 
fore the reading he has selected one 
tich the family already knows, one 
ey can sing lustily and without hesi- 
tion. For the hymn after the reading 
has chosen a less familiar one, which 
e family can explore together. Nat- 
ally they will sing it several times 
at week. 

Immediately we begin to see possi- 
ities for variation. Sometimes, for 
ample, we will find that the hymns 
emselves supply ample material for 
scussion and devotions. In other 
yrds, a reading and discussion of the 
yrds, followed by the singing of the 
mn, would make a stimulating wor- 
ip period in its own right. Many 
milies can employ their musical tal- 
ts by using the piano or other instru- 
ants and by singing in harmony — 
really vital family group experience. 
This type of family worship would 


CEMBER 1, 1959 


be especially meaningful during the 
festival seasons of the church year. 
What a thrill the family could have at 
Christmastide with devotions based on 
the glorious Christmas hymn “All 
Praise to Thee, Eternal God” (The 
Lutheran Hymnal, No. 80)! 

And since the use of the hymnal in 
the home has already been mentioned, 
we think of another kind of worship 
period, one on Saturday evening, which 
will do much to make the Sunday morn- 
ing worship more meaningful for the 
whole family. This would center around 
the readings (Epistle and Gospel) for 
Sunday and the other Propers for the 
day. These can be found in the sec- 
tion beginning on page 54 in your Lu- 
theran Hymnal. The readings might be 
followed by a discussion of their mean- 
ing for our life. Some thought could 
also be given to the way in which these 
Propers work together to form the 
Sunday worship theme. The family that 
prepares the evening before will cer- 
tainly have a deeper experience in 
meaningful worship on Sunday. 


Hymn of the Month 


Finally, in order to give their families 
a real opportunity to put ideas like this 
into practice, many congregations are 
beginning to use a “Hymn of the 


“Month” plan. One special hymn will be 


featured in the church each month. It 
will be sung several times in the Sun- 
day morning worship, performed by 
choirs and organists, studied in schools 
and confirmation classes, and sung and 
discussed at group devotions and in 
the home. 

Advance, the magazine of practical 
helps sent by our church to officers and 
workers in congregations, will be offer- 
ing material to help congregations also 
with this project. For use in your 
church Advance will run feature arti- 
cles and materials, including the selec- 
tion of the “Hymn of the Month” and 
bulletin inserts to take home. Here is 
ready-made material for family wor- 
ship. Here is a chance to bring the 
blessings of more meaningful family 
devotions to all the families that make 
up a congregation. 

Is the Lutheran Church still the 
“Singing Church”? It could be, and in 
view of its heritage it should be. Think 
for a moment how the singing in your 
congregation would sound on Sunday 
morning if every family were singing 
hymns in family devotions during the 
week and preparing on Saturday for 
Sunday’s worship. What a heavenly 
place our church would be with such 
sounds rising before the Throne of God! 

God grant us the vision and grace 
to make it so. 
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WITNESS COMMENT 


Tampering with Hell 


On page 20 the WITNESS reports the appearance of 
a booklet in which 43 Canadian churchmen take issue 
with the Biblical doctrine concerning the eternal doom 
of unbelievers and thus give false hope to impenitents. 

Attempts to install a rear exit in hell or even to deny 
its very existence are not new. The doctrine of eternal 
punishment in hell has always troubled people. It should. 
Its purpose is to shock them out of their evil ways and 
impel them to hear God’s voice while there is still time. 
It was revealed to men by a loving God who is not 
willing that any should perish. 

The rejection of hell as a place of everlasting torment 
reminds us of a parishioner who stormed into the pastor’s 
office one Monday morning and exclaimed: “Pastor, 
I have something against you and thought I should come 
and tell you about it.” “What is it?” the pastor inquired. 
“Oh,” said the parishioner, “in yesterday’s sermon you 
told us that the impenitent and unbelieving people will 
be damned forever, and I do not believe that.” Said the 
pastor: “Your problem is not with me, but with the Lord. 
Talk to Him about it.” 

The point at issue is really quite simple. In His de- 
scription of the final judgment Jesus, who will Himself 
be the Judge, described its outcome thus: “And these 
shall go away into everlasting punishment, but the right- 
eous into life eternal.” Jesus places punishment and life 
in the hereafter side by side and in the original Greek 
uses the same term for everlasting and eternal. There- 
fore, whoever denies eternal punishment in hell must also 
deny eternal life in heaven. If the punishment ends, life 
also will end. But if life in heaven is endless, punishment 
in hell is also endless. 

This is not a matter of interpretation but of accept- 
ance. The words of Christ are plain, and there are 
numerous other Scripture texts which teach the same 
truth. The question is not whether we can conceive of 
such punishment. All doctrines of Holy Writ defy our 
comprehension. The real issue is whether we are willing 
to take the Lord at His word. 


The “Old Adam” 


Is this term “overdue for the wastebasket”? One of 
our correspondents seems to think so. See LUTHERAN 
WITNESS, Oct.'6; p. 23." But is it? 

As is known to well-instructed Lutherans, the great 
Reformer uses this term in his Small Catechism in answer 
to the question regarding the symbolical significance of 
baptizing with water. He says: “It signifies that the Old 
Adam in us should . . . be drowned and die, etc.”” And 
to the question “Which is the Old Adam?” our catechism 
answers: “The Old Adam is the sinful nature, which has 
come upon us by the fall of Adam and is ours by birth.” 

As Scriptural evidence for this answer the catechism 
quotes Eph. 4:22. Here and elsewhere the apostle Paul 
calls this corrupt nature, inherited by every human being 
from the father of the human race, “the old man,” as 
the King James version renders it. Other translations 
have “our old self” and “your old nature.” 

Nothing could be more natural for Luther, with his 
racy, vigorous style, than to use the concrete, graphic 
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designation “Old Adam” and thus to identify the ev 
nature of man with the first Adam. | 

Far from being a Germanism, the term is current ] 
English usage. The great 12-volume Oxford Englis; 
Dictionary (begun in 1882 and completed in 1928) hé 
this to say under “Adam”: “figuratively, as in the phras 
Old Adam, the ‘old man’ of St. Paul, Rom. 6:6, etc., ‘th 
unregenerate condition or character?” and records 1j 
usage as early as 1569. | 

Furthermore, the three most widely used and autho 
tative unabridged American dictionaries, the New Stana 
ard, the Merriam Webster, and the Century give the co; 
rect traditional definition of the term. Even rece 
abridged dictionaries list the term as current. : 

And it is known outside Lutheran circles. An e7 
ample: Recently the eminent statesman Charles Mali 
of Lebanon, president of the 13th Assembly of the Unites 
Nations, addressed a group of journalists at the U! 
headquarters. One of the visitors, who identified himseg 
as a Lutheran, asked the president: “How do you explai 
the fact that some Christian leaders, after attainin 
prominent positions in political life, seem to forget the 
Christian principles and do not practice their religion’ 

Malik’s quick reply (he is not a Lutheran): “I woul 
remind you of your Lutheran doctrine of the Old Adan 
Such persons are, sad to say, at times controlled by thi 
Old Adam rather than by the Holy Spirit.” A soundlil 
Scriptural answer. 

No, the term is not a Germanism. It is good English 
Neither should it be unfamiliar to church member} 
Children and adults taking instruction preparatory t 
membership must learn new Biblical and ecclesiasticz 
terms which need explanation. i 

Let’s keep the term “Old Adam.” But let us folloy 
St. Paul’s (and Luther’s) admonition to drown him daill 
by “contrition and repentance” and let the “new mag 
daily come forth” and be always in control. 
A Time to Listen | 

“I’m disgusted!” said one reader. “It’s cheap jou 
nalism,” said another when the WITNEss published let 
ters from readers on the “Singing Church.” | 

But what was the reaction of the Commission o} 
Worship, Liturgics, and Hymnology? Though some let 
ters sharply criticized The Lutheran Hymnal, the groul 
showed no chagrin or resentment. Instead, acting on thi 
premise that members of the church have the right ti 
express themselves concerning their hymnal, the Com 
mission published a hymnal questionnaire (page 22)} 
A survey based on this questionnaire will be “an im 
portant preliminary step preparatory to a thorough ré 
vision of the hymnal.” All laymen are invited to pa 
ticipate. 

For its superb response to criticism the WITNESS 
Salutes the Commission. Readers may show their ac 
miration by answering the Commission’s questionnair¢) 

Here is democracy in action: a top-level committed 
takes criticism and uses it. When a church body stifle 
expression of opinion and conviction or, when criticis 
comes, makes believe “it isn’t so,” the democratit 
process suffers a severe blow. There is a time to lead 
a time to speak, and a time to listen. 
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Teaching the lay visitor to make mission calls 


lest missioner gives pre-sermon object talk 
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Results of Our LUTHERAN 
WITNESSING 


In 125 PTR Missions 

so far — 

400,000 unchurched were 
contacted 

150,000 lay people were 
home visitors 

100,000 prospects gained, 
including: 

25,000 for pastors’ classes 

15,000 new members by 
transfer 


5,000 new members re- 
affirmed faith 


40,000 promised for Sun- 
day school 


18,000 promised for Bap- 
tism 


Fruits of witnessing: Baptisms and confir-: 
mations 


Ten-Year Record of Our Witnessing | 
(North America — 32 Districts Only) 


Adults Total % Added No. of 
Comm. Children Confirmed Gain from to Total Comm. fo} 
Year Members Baptized Confirmed or Baptized Without Comm. Gain One: 


1949 1,135,960 SGD PORTE 38,516 29.5. 
1950 1,165,644 67010 mm 77.03 44,928 25.9 
1951 1,197,013 65,424 27,831 45,011 26.6 
1952 1,230,892 68,364 29,411 46,517 26.5 
1953 1,269,365 71,519 30,261 49,796 25.5 
1954 1,306,568 75,740 31,697 54,491 24.0 
1955 1,344,627 77,610 34,681 56,238 23.9 
1956 1,384,950 83,148 39,844 59,780 23.2 
1957 1,429,585 84,026 41,064 61,104 23.4 
1,479,506 85,293 39,897 66,653 22.2 


“Untold millions are still untold!” 
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<0 Youaseiy 
SENDA Suesrinire 


In a unique World Mission Week, 
Oct. 18—25, at Pilgrim Lutheran 
Church, St. Louis, the Holy Spirit 
scored a dramatic breakthrough in mis- 
sion prayer, concern, and support. Pil- 
grim Church has consistently done what 
everyone must regard as a sound and 
solid job in giving for Synod’s budget. 
In 1958 its 1,100 communicants gave 
almost $50,000 for outside purposes 
and $70,000 for local needs. 
~ But now the congregation was throw- 
ing away the quotas. It was out to go 
the second mile. Recognizing the tre- 
mendous need for Christ’s Gospel in 
a non-Christian world whose popula- 
tion is increasing by 100,000 people 
every day, Pilgrim Church under the 
leadership of Pastor Milton Nauss de- 
voted itself to an intensive week of 
praying for missions, learning about 
missions, and giving for missions. 

Careful preparations were made, be- 
sinning almost a year in advance. No 
legitimate means of publicity was over- 
looked. Almost total publicity satura- 
ion was achieved in the congregation. 
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“Go yourself,” says the pul- 
S “ e s ’ 
pit, “or send a missionary.’ 


‘i 


a 


new 
look when World Mission Week at last 
arrived. Large flags of many nations 
hung from the open beams in the 
sanctuary. A three-dimensional diorama 
of an Oriental scene stood next to the 
chancel. Here the figure of Christ 
pointed to the 1,400,000,000 people 
of Asia and said, “These, too, are 
Mine. Go ye, therefore.” 

Tastefully lettered, thought-provok- 
ing slogans caught the worshiper’s eye 
in many other places. When he glanced 
at the pulpit, he read, “Go yourself — 
or send a substitute.” 

Heart of the effort was the prayer 
group that assembled before every 
service to implore God’s blessing on 
this all-out mission crusade. 

The Lord poured out a rich blessing 
far beyond the expectations of Pilgrim 
Church and its pastor. “This,” they 
would be the first to say, “is the Lord’s 
doing. To Him alone all glory.” 

Total attendance at the worship 
services and mission meetings was 
4,400. Attendances at the five evening 
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Light bulbs on the map symbolize places 
in which the Christian Gospel shines. 


BP. MISSIONS 


By W. J. Danker 


services totaled 1,728. Eleven different 
missionaries presented a rich kaleido- 
scope of experiences in American and 
world missions. 

At week’s end, when the cash offer- 
ings and declarations of intention were 
totaled up, the sum ran to $20,000 — 
over and above Pilgrim Church’s cus- 
tomary gifts for Synod’s budget. Ten 
different individuals or families ac- 
cepted the challenge to sponsor ten 
designated missionaries at $600 per 
year. Two organizations will also spon- 
sor missionaries. 

What a PTR mission can do for 
a congregation in terms of community 
evangelism, this the World Mission 
Week did for Pilgrim Church with 
regard to its commission from Christ 
to “go into all the world.” As a matter 
of fact, the PTR served as one impor- 
tant source of inspiration for Pastor 
Nauss when he initiated similar World 
Mission Weeks at Calvary Church, 
Buffalo, before coming to St. Louis. 

He had also been impressed by the 


(Continued on page 20) 
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“Prophets 


Shillumn and Shallum 


the spiritual man is mad?’ 


on the prevalence of nervous break- 
_ downs among ministers. The ministry 
_ has become such a very complex and 
_ diversified profession that some minis- 
' ters have not been able to stand up 
| under the strain. 


queer 
found wrong with him? 
He had just used a very striking pun. 


_ was Shallum. This is quite similar to 
_ the Hebrew word shillum, which means 
_ retribution or punishment. 
_ Hosea said: “The days of King Shal- 
lum are days of shillum,” that is, retri- 
ution. God will surely punish you for 
ur sins. It was this prediction of 
ment and doom which moved the 
people to charge Hosea with losing his 
_ mind. 
___ What was the prophet’s reaction? 
__ He did not challenge their assertion. 


Hosea 9:7: “7 he prophet is a fool, | 


Some time ago Life ran an article 


| The name of the king at that time © 


_ At Hosea’s time the people thought | 
lat the prophet was acting strange. © 
hey chided him for being a little | 
But what was it that they | 


But he did offer them an explanation | 


for his madness. He said: “I may be 
_ beside myself, but you made me that 
way. You drove me to such folly and 


Or do we do all that we can to make 
_ his pastoral work easier? 

___ There may be times when the pastor 
_ heeds to admonish us with even sharper 
_ words than shillum and shallum. God 
called him to preach both Law and 
Gospel to us. His mouth may need to 


_ ee 70) bid that we should ever drive 
ur pastor to the breaking point by 


_by lack of co-operation with him! 
God help us to encourage our pas- 
_ tor and support him in his work, to 
| strengthen his weak hands and confirm 
his feeble knees. 

_ Let us stand by our pastor through- 
' Out his arduous ministry. 


L 


ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 


madness by your sins and your hostility _ 
me 


_ How do we treat our pastor today? _ 
Do we make life miserable for him? — 


ndifference to the preached Word or 


The Postcommunion — The Nunc Dimittis 


The final part of the Order of the 
Holy Communion is known as the 
Postcommunion. It consists of three 
parts: the Nunc Dimittis, the Prayer 
of Thanksgiving, and the Benediction. 

The Postcommunion is joyous. The 
communicant gives thanks because of 
the rich blessings he has received. 


The Canticle of Simeon 


The Postcommunion begins with the 
canticle spoken by Simeon at the time 
the infant Jesus was brought to the 
Temple by Joseph and Mary for His 
presentation (Luke 2:29-32). The 
Nunc Dimittis calls to mind this im- 
portant event in our Savior’s life and 
at the same time reminds the communi- 
cants that in Holy Communion the 
Savior has been presented to them. 

This canticle, often called a New 
Testament psalm, derives its name from 
the first two words of the Latin version, 
translated: “Now Thou dost dismiss.” 

The Nunc Dimittis is a canticle of 
praise and thanksgiving. In its first 
words the communicant acknowledges 
that he has received the peace of the 
Lord. He is grateful also because he 
has realized both the Pax Domini, “The 
peace of the Lord be with you alway,” 
and the closing words of the Agnus 
Dei, “Grant us Thy peace.” 


Its Glorious Content 


Simeon directed his canticle not to 
Mary and Joseph, but to God: “Lord, 
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart 
in peace, according to Thy Word.” 
Having experienced the fulfillment of 
God’s Word, he can now die in peace. 
The Nunc Dimittis may therefore be 
regarded as a canticle for the hour 
of death. Luther’s hymn version of the 
canticle, “In Peace and Joy I Now 
Depart” (Lutheran Hymnal, No. LST) 
is one of his most beautiful hymns. 

We need not conclude that thoughts 
of death are in conflict with the spirit 
of the Holy Communion. Does not the 
Lord’s Table prepare and strengthen us 
for the hour of death? Does not our 
Redeemer lead us through death into 
the mansions on high, in whose banquet 
halls we and all the company of heaven 
will attend feasts forever? 


(568) 


A Eucharistic View of Death 

We find not a word in the Nunc Di- 
mittis which would indicate that Simeon 
feared or dreaded death. On the con- 
trary, his eyes had seen the salvation 
of God through the newborn Christ 
Child which had been brought to him. 
This same Christ Child and the eternal 
salvation which He brings are brought 
to us not only through God’s Word and 
the preaching and teaching of the Gos- 
pel, but also through Holy Communion. 

Simeon knew that this salvation had 
been “prepared before the face of all 
people,” that the Christ Child is the 
Savior of the world and that already 
for this reason Christ’s work of salva- 
tion should be made known to ail peo- 
ple. He knew that the Church of the 
New Testament must of necessity be 
a mission church which would gather 
the sick, the halt, the maimed, and the 
blind from countless pathways of life, 
acquaint them with the Gospel, receive 
them into the Church, and seat them 
at the Lord’s Table, there to receive the 
Lord’s Supper together with other be- 
lievers in Christ. 

Indeed, the Christ Child is “a Light 
to lighten the Gentiles, and the Glory 
of Thy people Israel.” Gentiles, or 
pagans, need no longer sit in darkness, 
and the Jewish people of the New Tes- 
tament era need no longer wait for the 
Savior’s coming. Gentiles may now 
become members of the church, dwell 
in light, hear God’s Word, and receive 
His blessed Sacraments. 


We Sing the Nunc Dimittis 
What wonderful thoughts came to 


Simeon’s mind as he took the holy 


Christ Child into his arms and embraced 
it in faith with his loving heart! What 
wonderful thoughts can come to us 
when, having heard the Word and re- 
ceived the blessed Sacrament, we may 
embrace our Savior and sing the Nunc 
Dimittis, the glorious canticle of the 
Postcommunion! 

It is certainly most fitting that the 
Gloria Patri is also attached to this can- 
ticle; for the Gloria Patri is verily a 
doxology which voices the great theme 
of Christian worship in joyous God- 


centered strains. : 
WALTER E. Buszin 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Whats the 
ANSWER ? 


@ Church societies — under congregation? 


® Feelings about faith — valid? 


® Commune — in non-Lutheran church? 


ee ) . . 
@ “Prevent” — special meaning? 


Question: Are the constitu- 

tions and bylaws of church 
societies under the control of the vot- 
ing members so that the latter may 
alter or eliminate any provisions to 
which they take exception? 


Answer: Since it is the God-given 
duty of a Christian congregation to 
watch over purity of doctrine and life 
in its midst and to exercise church dis- 
cipline when that becomes necessary 
Watt. 18215-17; 1 Cor. 5:1-13; Rom. 
16:17), there can be no doubt that it 
must control its societies also, even to 
the extent of examining and approving 
the constitutions according to which 
they conduct their affairs. Without such 
control, unscriptural or offensive teach- 
ings and practices could more easily 
spring up and flourish within the church 
and impair its God-willed mission. The 
Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
acts in a similar manner toward new 
congregations in that it requires them 
to submit their constitutions, whether 
new, revised, amended, or translated, 
for examination and ratification before 
admitting them into membership. 

On the other hand, wisdom and good 
judgment would dictate that a congre- 
gation guard against arbitrary and auto- 
cratic procedure. It must be careful not 
to disallow things which are neither un- 
scriptural nor offensive and which are 
not harmful to the church, particularly 
in its supervision of societies composed 
of mature people. The good will of 
their membership should not be need- 
lessly injured or undermined. When the 
issue is not clear, the sensible thing is 
to arrange for a meeting between 
officers of the church and the society 
to discuss the problem and to strive for 
an amicable solution. 

All this would seem to apply also to 
the matter included in the inquiry, that 
of dropping delinquent members from 
the society roster after due notice of the 
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impending action has been given and 
efforts to hold such members have been 
made. Inactive members who do not 
bother to excuse their continued ab- 
sences from the meetings are a liability 
to a society and hinder its work. Why 
should their names be kept on the roll 
indefinitely? If they desire to remain 
members, they need but to attend or to 
excuse themselves when unavoidably de- 
tained. Failing in this, they forfeit their 
membership. Since the church mem- 
bership of such people is not affected, 
the congregation could safely leave this 
matter to the discretion of the society. 
The last word, however, rests with the 
congregation. 


? 


Question: How can I console 
myself about feeling that I do 
not really believe, though as a matter 
of fact I really want to believe? 


Answer: An excellent Scripture text 
speaks to your problem: “If our heart 
condemn us, God is greater than our 
heart and knoweth all things” (1 John 
3:20). You feel guilty because some- 
thing within you accuses you of not be- 
lieving God’s Word; yet you state that 
you really want to believe. That very 
desire on your part is proof that you 
are not rejecting God’s Word but ac- 
cepting it. In your weakness, however, 
you are not conscious of your faith and 
are disturbed over your doubts and 
misgivings. You feel like that sorely 
tried father who prayed to Jesus: 
“Lord, I believe; help Thou mine un- 
belief.” (Mark 9:24) 

To you St. John gives the assurance 
that God is greater than your heart and 
that He knows all things. He is aware 
of the condition of your heart and of 
your desire to be saved only through 
the merits of Jesus Christ. You may be 
sure that the Father of all grace and 
mercy will not reject you. 
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You must strive by earnest prayer 
and study of the Word to overcome 
your weakness and by God’s grace to 
achieve a stronger faith. Other lovely 
gems of Gospel comfort for your con- 
SIderatlonmeanes a lsen43 12 4a 7-10: 
Mita, 1220S Lolo Wee — INeyany, eb, 


2 Question: Is it wrong for us 
to accept the invitation of a 
non-Lutheran congregation to par- 


take of the Lord’s Supper? 


Answer: If as Lutheran Christians 
we are convinced of the presence of 
Christ’s body and blood in the Holy 
Supper, then it is inconsistent with and 
contrary to Holy Scripture to receive 
the sacrament in a church where the 
true presence is not taught and the body 
of Christ is not discerned (1 Cor. 
11:29). By the very act of partaking 
of the sacrament in such churches we 
would give the impression of agreeing 
with their position and denying our 
own. At the same time we would be 
giving offense to all who believe in and 
cherish the true presence. 

By partaking of the holy sacrament 
we do not only seek forgiveness and 
assurance of God’s grace — which such 
churches deny — but we remember and 
proclaim Christ’s death and the shed- 
ding of His blood, which implies that 
we believe that His body and blood are 
distributed in, with, and under the 
bread and wine. To commune where 
that is not taught is a violation of the 
Savior’s will, who instituted this means 
of grace. 

As Bible Christians we should con- 
tinue in Christ’s Word (John 8:31, 32), 
be “simple concerning” [unmixed with] 
evil (Rom. 16:19), do nothing against 
the truth but for the truth (2 Cor. 13:8), 
guard against becoming partakers of 
other men’s sins (1 Tim. 5:22), en- 
deavor to preserve the unity of faith 
(Eph. 4:3). Sincerity of faith demands 
that we be clear, positive, and uncom- 
promising in our Christian witness. 


D4 


Question: What does the 
word prevent mean in Psalm 
88:9-13 and 119:147? 


Answer: Literally the word rendered 
prevent may mean to meet, to arrive, 
or to precede, but not, as it is commonly 
used now, to hinder or impede. What 
David is saying in these psalms is that 
early in the morning, at dawn, his 
prayer is at the Throne of Grace to 
meet the Lord. He began the day with 
prayer and supplication to his Father 
in heaven. 

O. E. SOHN 
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THE FAMILY COUNCIL 


The Christian Attitude Toward Sex 


A reader asks: “Why is there so much 
display and exploitation of sex? Have 
Americans gone sex crazy? How should 
a Christian view sex? What can he do 
in the face of the present overemphasis 
on sex?” 


Many causes are suggested for the 
current “sex sickness.” It is the result 
of a growing revolt against Puritanism 
and Victorian prudery, according to 
some observers, plus the secularization 
of life, sex included. Others hold that 
in the name of freedom we have put 
aside the old moral standards (com- 
monly called taboos) and have not built 
new ones to replace them. 

Still others suggest more subtle rea- 
sons for all the “sex hysteria” today. 
David Riesman, for example (The 
Lonely Crowd, Doubleday and Com- 
pany, 1953), says that modern man is 
bored and “looks to sex for reassurance 
that he is alive.” 

Again, there are those who say that, 
whatever the environmental factors may 
be, the real problem is in man himself. 
This could well be the nub of the pres- 
ent crisis. 


Whatever the problem and its causes, 
it must not be overlooked that theolo- 
gians and social scientists have been 
seeking the essential purpose and mean- 
ing of sex. They are pointing the way 
to a more wholesome expression of 
human love. Sex has been brought into 
the open where we can learn something 
of its destructive forces and its creative 
potentialities. This much is good. 

But many Americans are not ready to 
accept sex as a wholesome aspect of 
life; they want to make it the center 
of life. Inciting them to freedom of 
sexual expression and indulgence is 
a flood of films, books, magazines, and 
mail-order pornography. 

Sex is discussed, exploited, and 
abused until its distorted meaning and 
expression have produced thousands of 
emotionally empty, guilt-ridden, jaded, 
and unhappy people. No other word in 
our language describing something good 
and beautiful in itself has become asso- 
ciated with so much disillusionment, 
evil, and impurity as the word “sex.” 

Certain voices, it must also be ad- 
mitted, have added to the confusion by 
teaching half-truths or fallacies about 
sex. Some errors have never been fully 
expelled from Protestantism and Roman 
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Catholicism. For instance: (1) that the 
body is evil and only the spirit is good 
(Manichaeism); (2) that original sin 
is transmitted by the sexual act, that 
all use of sex is sinful, and that only 
virgins and celibates are pure (Roman 
Catholicism); (3) that anything pleas- 
urable (including sex) is sinful (Pie- 
tism, Puritanism); and (4) that sins of 
sex are the worst sins in God’s sight 
(Protestants, Romanists). 


What are Christians to believe about 
sex? What is the basic and guiding 
principle for its expression? 

The Bible reveals that God made the 
human race in the form of persons of 
two different sexes so that they might 
love and marry and complete each 
other. The sexual love of man for 
woman and woman for man is the di- 
vine order of creation. 

The sex drive is God-given to bring 
men and women together in marriage. 
In this “one flesh” relationship they are 
to experience the most intimate form 
of companionship, which binds them in 
common welfare and concern. Their 
sexual love also brings children into the 
world. God made it to be that way. 
Together with all things He created, 
God looked upon sex and human love 
and marriage as good. (Genesis 1:31) 

The Christian, therefore, regards his 
sexual life as a divinely given part of 
God’s creation. His faith-hold on God 
enables him to accept God’s gift of sex 
— gratefully. St. Paul speaks of this 
possibility in 1 Timothy 4:4: “Every- 
thing created by God is good, and 
nothing is to be rejected if it is re- 
ceived with thanksgiving; for then it 
is consecrated by the Word of God 
and prayer.” (RSV) 


Sex is a privilege and a blessing in 
the life of men and women when it is 
used according to the will of God 
within marriage. God has made a river 
bed in which the stream of sex should 
flow. When it remains in the channel, 
sex becomes a source of creative com- 
munity and blessing; but when it leaves 
the channel, sex becomes ugly and im- 
proper, a source of destruction and 
ruin. 

Sex is misused when it is not con- 
nected with marital love, when it is used 
to exploit for selfish ends, when God’s 
will for its use is flouted. Sinful, willful 
man adulterates sex. Thus he worships 
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Creator,” as St. Paul says in Romans 1, 
where he lists the unclean and vile 
affections of those “who glorified Him 
not as God.” 

Children and young people frequently 
become what adults make them. When 
parents follow the trend of the times, 
their influence may contribute to Amer- 
ica’s sex craze. The attitudes and values 
of parents, especially, play a large role 
in the sex education of their children. 
To the extent that parents may be un- 
sure of their own values they add to 
their children’s confusion. | 

Social scientists and medical men are, 
stressing the positive value of healthy | 
attitudes toward sex. A notable ar- 
ticle, “Science Takes a New Look at Sex | 
in America,” appeared in the Oct. 25, | 
1959, issue of the Sunday magazine | 
This Week. 


and serves “the creature more than 
\ 
i 


To curb the unwholesome emphasis | 
on sex, a Christian can do the follow- | 
ing: | 

1. Accept the fact of sex with rever- 
ence, as God-given, not as a joking | 
matter; | 

2. Speak respectfully of marriage as | 
an ordinance of God for the blessing | 
and happiness of man; 

3. Affirm, by word and by example, | 
sensible and realistic and healthful at-_ 
titudes toward boy-girl relationships, 
marriage, and family life; 

4. Safeguard the sanctity of sex by 
modest and chaste interpersonal rela- 
tionships, but not in ways that deny 
sex as a gift of God; 

5. Hold to Christian standards of 
morality (Sixth Commandment) and 
give to children a Christian sense of 
responsibility toward others as persons 
whom they are to love for the sake of 
Christ. 

6. Endeavor to express sex in pro- 
priety as a means, under God, which | 
provides human happiness and welfare | 
in the family — not as an end in itself 
for selfish indulgence. 


What is a Christian to think? What | 
is he to do? “Ye are bought with 
a price,” St. Paul answers in 1 Corin- 
thians 6:20; “therefore glorify God in 
your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s.” Christ’s people are in the high- 
est sense God’s own holy people, and 
the first principles of faith and love 
require that in all things, sex included, 
they glorify Him. 

Harry G. CoIner 


Note: The Family Council is pre- 
pared by Synod’s Family Life Commit- 
tee, which welcomes suggestions for 
subjects to be treated in future articles. 
Write: The Family Life Committee, 210 
N. Broadway, St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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ACCENT 


MISSIONS 


IN 
WORTHINGTON 
MINN. 


To stimulate and sustain interest 
in missions, St. Matthew’s Church of 
Worthington, Minn., annually schedules 
two events: a mission tea and fair, 
arranged by the local LWML, and 
a special mission program, sponsored 
by the junior missionary league. 


Exhibits at the 1959 mission tea pic- 
tured the work of the Lutheran Wom- 
en’s Missionary League and the world- 
wide enterprises of Synod. 


Theme of the junior league’s 1959 
program was “Little Children Far 
Away.” M. W. 


DECEMBER 1, 1959 


They attended the special mission program presented by the 
junior missionary league of the Worthington church. 


Organized last year, the group has 35 active members, who regularly study 
and support missions. Leaders of the league are: Mrs. George Gardas 
(recording secretary of the Minnesota District LWML), Mrs. Donald Miller, 
Mrs. Merle Schade, Mrs. Lyle Story, Mrs. Carl Weppler, Deaconess Mildred 
Evenson, and Rev. M. W. Lieske. 


Featured speakers at the 1959 junior league program were 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles McCreary of Minneapolis. 


Mrs. McCreary, daughter of Missionary John Naumann of India, spoke on 
the physical and spiritual life of people in that country. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
McCreary plan to serve in a mission field after they have completed their 
medical training. She received the first scholarship offered by the Lutheran 
Medical Mission Association. 


Educational booth at the mission tea 
and fair emphasized Christian careers. 


LWML 


South American booth was one of sev- 
eral depicting our church’s mission 
program. 
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UNITED CHURCH THEOLOGIANS 
REJECT EVERLASTING HELL 


Note: The United Church of Canada is the result of the union in 1925 of the Methodist 
Church of Canada, the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and the Congregational Churches 
in Canada. For a refutation of the “dangerous beliefs” see “Tampering with Hell” (this 
issue, p. 10) and “Is There a Hell?” (CPH Tract No. 1OR139). 


Forty-three United Church of Can- 
ada theologians declare in a booklet 
just published at Toronto that hell need 
not last forever, there is a second 
chance at salvation after death, and 
prayers of the living may help the dead. 

In the 126-page booklet, published 
by the church’s Committee on Chris- 
tian Faith and Order, the theologians 
deny the existence of the soul as a sep- 
arate and sacred part of a human being 
and reject the idea of hell as a place 
of everlasting torment. 

They also warn against too literal 
interpretation of Biblical language and 
incline towards the doctrine of univer- 
salism — the theory that ultimately no 
one will be eternally damned. 

The book is the result of five years’ 
research ordered by the denomination’s 
General Council in 1954. It does not 
pretend to be a statement of policy 
and gives no hint that it is a forerunner 
of a change in United Church doctrine. 

Entitled Life and Death — A Study 
of the Christian Hope, it was given 
“general approval” by the church’s 
council and recommended for study by 
members of the denomination, Canada’s 
largest Protestant body. 

In a foreword the authors admit that 
the book contains “beliefs that may 
seem new and dangerous to many 
people.” 

Rev. W. G. Berry, associate secre- 
tary of the church’s Board of Evangel- 
ism and Social Service and secretary 
of the group which wrote the book, 
said, “Some of the ideas are quite rev- 
olutionary and may cause a stir among 
the fundamentalist end of the church.” 

Regarded as highly controversial, the 
booklet says the popular idea of death 
is that the body is buried or otherwise 
disposed of, while the soul is judged 
and goes either to heaven or hell for- 
ever. 

“Does this picture of human destiny 
agree with the teaching of the Bible?” 
the theologians ask. “We have to say 
that it does not. It is not God’s will 
to save individuals apart from the rest 
of creation, but along with it.” 

Of the next world the theologians 
wonder whether life after death should 
be pictured not as divided into two 
vastly different and wholly separated 
conditions or places called heaven and 
hell, “but as one world which is heaven 
and hell according to the soul’s level 
of spiritual growth.” 
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“It is wrong to explain away the 
strong language of the New Testament 
where it speaks of unquenchable fires, 
eternal fire, outer darkness, and eternal 
destruction, but it is equally wrong to 
interpret such phrases literally,” the 
book declares. 

The theologians point out that hell 
was popularly thought of as a place 
of dreadful punishment reserved for 
the devil and his angels and for sin- 
ners who never repent. But, they say, 
the thought of an underworld abode 
of the dead as described in the picture 
language of the ancients is impossible 
for intelligent and modern people. 

“We have no right to interpret hell 
as the place of everlasting fiery tor- 
ment,” the book continues. “Hell is to 
be without God and without the fel- 
lowship of those who love Him. Hell 
is a state of infinite loneliness, des- 
perate deprivation, and final frustration. 

“We cannot conceive at all of 
everlasting physical torment in fire. We 
can conceive of torment in the fires of 
shame and remorse — though we can- 
not see how the repentance that would 
be involved in this state of mind could 
fail to lead to salvation.” 

On the question of Judgment the 
theologians acknowledge the strain of 
“universalism” in the New Testament 
— “the note of hope that at the last 
all men shall be saved.” 

They assert there is no reason for 
thinking that death involves a sudden 
and irrevocable judgment, nor the 
complete and instant sanctification of 
a Christian. 

“And if the Christian’s ultimate des- 
tiny is not determined at death, why 
should we think the possibility of sal- 
vation for the non-Christian ends at 
death?” the churchmen ask. 

Doubting that the dead are so sud- 
denly transformed at death as to put 
them beyond all need of grace or 
prayers, the authors say, “We believe 
that serious and sympathetic considera- 
tion should be given to the point of 
view of those who believe in prayer for 
the dead.” 

Many United Church pastors in To- 
ronto noted there was not very much 
new in the book that had not been 
discussed for years in seminaries. The 
revolutionary part was that the subject 
had been put into book form for the 
man in the pew in the language he 
could understand. 
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BREAKTHROUGH 
(Continued from page 15) 


example of the Park Street Congrega+ 
tional Church in Boston, which first} 
began such World Mission Weeks 201 
years ago with an initial offering off 
$20,000 and last May pledged over 
$261,000 for the annual support off 
120 missionaries. Another example be- 
fore Pilgrim Church was the People’s} 
Church of Toronto, Canada, which) 
currently contributes over $300,000! 
a year for world missions. 

The motivation and recruitment off 
young people for service in the church) 
as missionaries, pastors, teachers, dea-- 
conesses, medical missionaries, and ini 
other roles was stressed at one of the: 
five evening services when the church 
was filled to hear young first-term mis-- 
sionary Paul Volz of Nigeria and others: 
tell why and how the Lord led them) 
into their lifework in the church. 

At every service Pastor Nauss used| 
a lighted map of the world to instruct: 
the congregation in the worldwide ac-: 
tivities of Lutheran missions. As he} 
told of the work in a given land, he: 
would turn on a light bulb there to) 
symbolize the shining of the Gospel| 
light in that place. Pilgrim Church) 
knows much more about world mis-» 
sions than it did before. 

Pilgrim Church has started four: 
daughter congregations, and it is today ' 
moving closer to becoming a part of’ 
the inner city. But a church that has. 
something to live for will not die. 
Pilgrim Church may be finding a path 
to lasting vitality through its exciting 
breakthrough in missions. It may also. 
be blazing a trail for other congrega-. 
tions to follow. There must be at least 
a hundred Missouri Synod churches in 
a position to do so. Certainly, other 
Christians will pray that Pilgrim Church 
may richly continue what has been so. 
blessedly begun. | 

Leaders of Synod can be expected 
to clear all barriers out of the way 
of churches that want to take world 
missions seriously in the fashion of 
Pilgrim Church. Naturally only such 
congregations as are already doing their 
fair share for Synod’s basic budget 
should be encouraged to engage in this 
kind of dedicated “second mile” effort. 
Surely no one intends Synod’s budget 
to act as a brake on consecrated Chris- 
tian mission spirit. No one desires to 
quench the Holy Spirit and His work 
in the hearts of men. 

It should be perfectly feasible to 
work out a system whereby congrega- 
tions that have done their fair share 
on the basic budget of Synod can go 
on to put additional missionaries into 
the whitening harvest fields of a world 
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hat never needed the Gospel so much 
is today. 


Last summer our Board of World 
Missions asked the Fiscal Conference 
or funds to place 21 new missionaries 
nto the field. A motion to this effect 
vas narrowly defeated, and resources 
or only 12 could be made available. 
sponsorship of additional missionaries 
Ny local churches should make it un- 
1ecessary to make such painful deci- 
ions. 


Tremendous energy is released in the 
usion of hydrogen atoms in an 
d-bomb. It may be that the Holy 
spirit in these last days will release 
1 mighty surge of mission spirit in 
yur Synod as we learn to fuse mission- 
iries and local congregations which 
sponsor them in a close relation similar 
0 that between Paul and Barnabas and 
he mission-minded church at Antioch. 


Warns Against Catering 
To Middle, Upper Classes 


It might be one of the “tragedies” 
yf Protestantism, Dr. Harold H. Mc- 
Sonnell of New York told the Milwau- 
‘ee ministerial association, that it was 
Yeaming its message to the middle and 
ipper classes. 


The acting executive director of the 
Yepartment of Evangelism of the Na- 
ional Council of Churches said that 
oo often congregations failed to reach 
yersons of all races and in all stations 
f life. 

“The evangelism of our day,” he de- 
Jared, “must meet the needs of the 
community in which the church is 
ocated. ... If anything is needed in 
he program of the church, it is an 
mphasis on love for people as people 
nd as equals in the sight of God.” 

Dr. McConnell remarked that while 
he church was at its most prosperous 
tate outwardly, the social order of the 
Jnited States appeared to be at its 
yvorst. With crime on the increase and 
nental hospitals overflowing, the Prot- 
stant church has remained largely “en- 
conced behind its four walls.” 

He criticized some churches for en- 
ouraging the idea that all religions are 
qual and for substituting a mild sort 
f spiritual experience for a real under- 
tanding of the salvation to be found 
n Jesus Christ. 

“This is not just any man being done 
9 death by his enemies,” Dr. McCon- 
ell said. “This was the God-man.” 

It was significant, he said, that the 
piritual power of the church struck its 
ywest ebb at times when it presented 
low estimate of the redeeming worth 
f Christ. J 
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Deaths 


GrEoRGE A. BECKMAN, May 22, 1897, 
Seymour, Ind., to May 13, 1959, Snoho- 
mish, Wash.; son of George and Elizabeth 
Klinge Beckman; graduated River Forest 
teachers college, 1918; teacher, Zion 
School, Snohomish, 1918—42, when he re- 
signed because of ill health. Survivors: 
Edna Hereth Beckman; son George. Fu- 
neral: May 16, Snohomish; interment, 
Zion Lutheran Cemetery. 


CarRL H. FRUENDT, Feb. 8, 1910, Chi- 
cago, Ill., to Sept. 28, 1959, Watseka, IIl.; 
son of Charles and Emily Koehnke 
Fruendt; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1936; parishes: Renault, Woodworth, IIl., 
1945—S9. Survivors: Lucille Hafemann 
Fruendt; sons David, Donald, Dale, Mark, 
Jonathan; daughter Carol Ann. Funeral: 
Oct. 1, Woodworth; interment: St. Paul’s 
Cemetery. 


Horace H. Hartman, April 25, 1877, 
Accident, Md., to Sept. 13, 1959, Franklin 
Park, Ill.; son of William and Mary 
Spoerlein Hartman; graduated Springfield 
seminary, 1899; circuit rider, Louisiana; 
superintendent, Iowa Home-Finding So- 
ciety, Fort Dodge; missionary at large, 
Northern Illinois District; parishes: New 
Orleans, La.; Springfield, Minn.; Ottawa, 
Elmwood Park, Ill., 1930—48, when he re- 
tired. Survivors: Concordia Grober Hart- 
man; sons Harold, Arthur, Delbert. # Fu- 
neral: Sept. 16, Chicago; interment: Bluff 
City Cemetery, Elgin, Ill. 


RicHARD Horrzen, Sept. 215 1895, 
South Omaha, Nebr., to Aug. 2, 1959, 
Columbus, Nebr.; son of Gustav and 
Martha Matuschka Holtzen; graduated 
St. Louis seminary, 1919; parishes: Pincher 
Creek, Claresholm-Granum, Alta., Can.; 
Vancouver, Chilliwack-Cloverdale-Abbots- 
ford, B. C.; Santa Rosa, Calif., 1940—49. 
Survivors: Ada Kuddes Holtzen; sons 
Richard, Jr., Peter, Paul; daughters Cor- 
nelia Isaacson, Dorothy Kramer, Vivian 
Schneider. Funeral: Aug. 8, Santa Rosa. 


PauL Ewatp MEYER, Dec. 4, 1886, 
Oberlin, Kans., to Oct. 8, 1959, Watseka, 
Ill.; son of Paul and Barbara Baumgarten 
Meyer; graduated St. Louis seminary, 1911; 
parishes: Wahpeton, N. Dak., Judith 
Gap-Lewistown-Harlowton-Lavina, Mont.; 
Glenview, Chicago, Milford, Ill., 1945—59. 
Survivors: Laura Ellermann Meyer; sons 
Arthur, Paul, Robert; daughters Dorothea 
Lass, Lauretta Lutter. Funeral: Oct. 11, 
Milford; Oct. 12, Glenview; interment: 
Immanuel Cemetery, Glenview. 


MARTIN POHLMANN, Dec. 7, 1872, Du- 
rand, Wis., to Sept. 9, 1959, Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; son of Rev. S. William and Emma 
Wolf Pohlmann; graduated Addison teach- 
ers college, 1892; schools: Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Fort Wayne, 1900—46, when he retired. 
Survivors: Emelie Mueller Pohlmann; 
daughters Esther, Irma Reeder. Funeral: 
Sept. 12, Fort Wayne; interment, Concor- 
dia Cemetery. 


E_mer A. Rortu, July 20, 1911, Bay 
City, Mich., to Sept. 24, 1959, St. Joseph, 
Mich.; son of Herman and Augusta Haag 
Roth; graduated River Forest teachers 
college, 1932; M.A., Western Michigan 
University, 1957; schools: Atkins, Iowa; 
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Gresham, Wis.; Arcadia, St. Joseph, Mich., 
1934-59. Member, Synod’s Board for 
Support and Pensions since 1956. Sur- 
vivors: Anita Nuechterlein Roth; daugh- 
ters Carlyn Dahl, Janet, Miriam. Funeral: 
Sept. 26, St. Joseph; interment, Riverview 
Cemetery. 


AuGcust HERMAN SCHOEDE, April 1, 
1863, Sherman, Wis., to Oct. 7, 1959, Con- 
cordia, Mo.; son of John and Johanna 
Wuttke Schoede; graduated St. Louis sem- 
inary, 1887; professor at St. Paul’s College, 
Concordia, Mo., 1887—1941, when he re- 
tired. (“He taught every subject in the 
curriculum in the beginning,” reports his 
pastor, Rev. Oscar E. Heilman, “but later 
he confined his work to the sciences and 
mathematics. Prof. Schoede was a scien- 
tist of note, but his greatest science was to 
know the Lord Jesus and His redemption, 
and his profoundest study was the Word 
of God.”) Survivors: daughters Naomi 
Doblie, Gisela Shearer. Funeral: Oct. 10, 
Concordia. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


CANDIDATES 


Ordained and Installed: 

Beck, John L., as institutional chaplain, in 
Christ, Washington, D. C., by Frederick W. 
Kemper, Sept. 20. 


Installed: Ee LO res 


Barlau, Werner C., Bethlehem, Annandale, 
Minn., by Gerhard C. Michael, Oct. 11. 

Boester, Alfred J., St. Paul, Brownstown, Ind., 
by Victor A. Mack, Oct. 25. 

Ehlen, Reuben L., Immanuel, Clarinda, Iowa, 
by W. H. Discher, Oct. 4. 

Griffin, Robert, Love Lutheran Church, East 
Greenbush, N. Y., by Ernest J. Kunsch, 
Octw2>: 

Hartman, Ervin H., Christ, Detroit, Mich., by 
E. N. Schulte, Oct. 11. 

Hauser, Martin A., St. John, Wright, and Our 
Savior, McGregor, Minn., by Ben Misch, 
Oct. 18. 

Henline, William P., St. John, Elyria, Ohio, by 
Rudolph C. Brandt, Oct. 25. 

Hinrichs, Donald W., St. Paul, Roseburg, Oreg., 
by Richard E. Gross, Oct. 18. 

Hornbostel, Alvin C., St. Luke, Kansas City, 
Kans., by H. A. Nothnagel, Oct. 18. 

Koch, Willard, St. Peter, Wentworth, S. Dak., 
by Carl Korte, Oct. 11. 

Lichtsinn, Edmund W., Zion, Storm Lake, 
Iowa, by Richard W. Lammers, Oct. 18. 

Martens, Robert J., Messiah, Beloit, Wis., by 
M. C. Droegemueller, Oct. 11. 

Poch, Martin C., Pilgrim, Bethesda, Md., by 
Frederick W. Kemper, Oct. 4. 

Rabe, Clarence W., St. John, St. Johnsburg, 
N. Tonawanda, N. Y., by Elvin J. Riemer, 
Oct. 11. 

Rieker, Eric H., St. John, Sayville, L. I, 
N. Y., by Paul Emil Hols, Oct. 11. 

Roegge, Alex W., as missionary in Miami, Fla., 
area, by E. O. Krug, Oct. 18. 

Sallach, Wilbert L., Grace, Calgary, Alta., 
Can., by Kenneth J. Putt, Oct. 18. 

Sanders, Erwin H., St. Paul, Bishop, Tex., by 
Vernon Harley, Oct. 11. 

Schmiesing, Earl W., Trinity, Winfield, Kans., 
by Pres. W. H. Meyer, Aug. 30. 

Steiner, Luther P. J., Redeemer, Perris, Calif., 
by A. H. Herkamp, Oct. 11. 

Thiem, Alfred E., Immanuel, Fargo, N. Dak., 
by John Dy Hritzy Oct> 18: 

Wesche, Walther C., Zion, Pocahontas, Mo., 
by Wilbur Maring, Oct. 4. 

Wiederhoft, Clair A., St. Paul, Big Spring, 
Tex., by P. W. Heckmann, Oct. 4. 


Installed: a yeh 


Bisch, Philip, St. Matthew, Pawtucket, R.I., 
by Arthur Hawlicheck, Sept. 20. 

Carpenter, Cand. Robert M., Our Savior, Lake 
Worth, Fla., by F. W. Lorberg, Sept. 27. 
Eckert, Edwin K., as Asst. Superintendent of 
Christian Education for the Northern Illinois 
District, in Messiah, Chicago, Ill., by Wil- 

liam Boehm, Oct. 11. 
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Kaestner, Cand. Kenneth, Gospel, Milwaukee, 
Wis., by A. G. Ahlman, Sept. 27. 

Kieffer, Robert, Ascension, St. Louis, Mo., by 
Martin Haendschke, Aug. 30. 

Kloeber, Cand. William G.., Trinity, Long 
Island City, N. Y., by H. J. Rippe, Oct. 11. 

Lunz, Robert G., Our Savior, Bronx, N. Y., 
by B. von Schenk, Oct. 4. 

Peter, Herbert E., St. John, Seward, Nebr., by 
L. W. Heidemann, Sept. 27. 

Sandler, Richard W., Our Savior, Bronx, N. Y., 
by B. von Schenk, Oct. 4. , 
Sattler, Eugene A., St. Paul, Sheboygan, Wis., 
by Arnold E. Wenger, Oct. 18. : 
Sohn, Cand. Lawrence, Mount Calvary, Mil- 

waukee, Wis., by Elmer A. Neitzel, Sept. 20. 
Steinbach, Ellsworth, Redeemer, Racine, Wis., 
by B. P. Wallschlaeger, Sept. 6. 


Synodical Conference 
(Wisconsin Synod) 


Installed: AY 

Wegner, Walter, as campus pastor, Calvary 
Chapel, U. of Wisconsin, Madison, Wis., by 
Richard Mueller, Sept. 20. 


Committee Appointments 


All appointments of Standing Com- 
mittees announced in the Oct. 20 and 
Nov. 3 issues of the ‘‘Witness’’ are 
effective immediately. Previous Commit- 
tees are herewith discharged with thanks, 


J. W. Behnken 


Nominations for 
Executive Director of Synod 


A. L. Alfeld, Sunland, Calif. 

Dr. Walter C. Birkner, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

Walter Brunn, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Milton Carpenter, St. Louis, Mo. 

John R. Eckrich, St. Louis, Mo. 

Edgar Fritz, Godfrey, Ill. 

Rev. Vernon C. Grosse, University, Ala. 

Dr. William H. Hillmer, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Albert G. Huegli, River Forest, Ill. 

Leslie Kuhlmann, Florissant, Mo. 

Dr. Lawrence B. Meyer, St. Louis, Mo. 

Frank W. Mueller, Washington, D. C. 

Rev. R. C. Muhly, St. Louis, Mo. 

Dr. Martin Piehler, Chicago, Ill. 

Rev. Victor C. Rickman, Chicago, Ill. 

Edwin H. Siering, St. Louis, Mo. 

Rev. Martin P. Studtmann, Belleville, Il. 

Prof. Walter W. Stuenkel, Milwaukee, Wis. 

wit Roland Wiederaenders, Corpus Christi, 

ex. 

Dr. Walter F. Wolbrecht, St. Louis, Mo. 

Any correspondence regarding these candi- 
dates should reach the undersigned before 
Jan. 1, 1960. — L. C. Wuerrret, Secretary, 
Nominations Committee, 801 De Mun Avenue, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 


Call for Nominations 


The Board of Control of Concordia Semi- 
nary, St. Louis, with the approval of the Board 
for Higher Education, herewith issues two 
calls for associate professorships in the De- 
partment of Exegetical Theology: one for Old 
Testament exegesis and one for New Testa- 
ment exegesis. 

Each congregation affiliated with The Lu- 
theran Church — Missouri Synod is entitled to 
nominate candidates for these associate pro- 
fessorships. 

Congregations are reminded that the candi- 
dates should have the necessary academic 
training in exegetical theology and the Bib- 
lical languages. In addition, the nominees 
must be sound Lutheran theologians possess- 
ing the aptitude to teach. 

All nominations and communications re- 
lating to the candidates should be in the 
hands of Rev. Freperic NIEpNER, D.D., Secre- 
tary, Board of Control, 609 N. 6th St., Saint 
Charles, Mo., not later than Jan. 15, 1960. 


Additions to 
“Remember a Missionary” 


To the list of missionaries published on 
page 20 of the Nov. 17 issue of the Wrrness 
the following names should be added under 
Argentina: 
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Rev. August C. Kroeger, Gral. San Martin, 
Pampa, F.C. N.-Roca, Argentina, S. A. 


Rev. Carlos E. Schuette, Libaros, Entre Rios, 
Argentina, S. A. 


Hymnal Revision Survey 


Many readers of the LuTHERAN WITNESS 
have recently shown unusual interest in the 
hymnal of the church and have asked, ‘“‘Be- 
fore the next revision couldn’t we make our 
ideas known?” The opportunity is herewith 
given all laymen, including organists and 
choirmasters, to give their answers to ques- 
tions contained in the following hymnal ques- 
tionnaire, presently being mailed to all pastors, 
teachers, professors, and officials of our Synod 
and sister synods in the Synodical Conference. 
This survey is to be an important preliminary 
step preparatory to a thorough revision of the 
hymnal planned for publication ten or twelve 
years from now. 


Hymnal Questionnaire 


1. What in your opinion are the weaknesses, 
if any, of our present hymnal? 

2. What improvements, if any, would you 
suggest? 

3. Which hymns, not now included, would 
you include? 

4. Which tunes, not now included, would 
you include? 

5. Which hymns, now included, would you 
omit? 

6. Which tunes, now included, would you 
omit? 

7. Can you point to any faults in texts, 
translations, tunes, harmonizations, that 
should be corrected? 

8. Can you point to any hymn categories 
or classifications in need of expansion or re- 
duction? 

9. What changes, if any, would you suggest 
on pages 1 to 170? 837 to 852? 

10. What specifically liturgical improve- 
ments would you suggest? 

11* Can you give us the names of just a 
few true poets who might be of service to the 
commission, especially in translating well 
from the German? 

12. Would you be interested in a text-tune 
edition of our present hymnal now (that is, a 
pocket edition containing only the words and 
melodies of the hymns, omitting the four- 
part harmonies) ? 

Mail your answers 
address, congregation, 
days to 


COMMISSION ON WORSHIP, LITURGICS, 
AND HYMNOLOGY 
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod 
c/o Rev. Arthur F. Katt, File Clerk 
P. O. Box 783, Pinecastle Branch 
Orlando, Florida 


(giving your name, 
position) within 30 


Changes of Address 


Pastors: 


Ahlbrand, Carl E., em., 1441 S. Walnut St., 
Seymour, Ind. 

Bek, Edwin C., 846 N. Chestnut, 
Hastings, Nebr. 

Gabbert, Lambert G., R. 3, Boone, Iowa 

Goehring, Charles N., 5800 Highland Rd., 
Cleveland 24, Ohio ' 

Hauser, Luther, 1242 S. Park St., 
Red Wing, Minn. 

Hauser, Martin A., Wright, Minn. 

Janzow, W. Theophil, 604 N. Sixth, 
Seward, Nebr. 

Lemke, Roland K., 3902 Forest Highlands Dr., 
Chattanooga 5, Tenn. 

Maken, Andrew, 107 N. Fifth, 
Hiawatha, Kans. 

Miller, Rowland A., 103 E. Berry, 
Hobbs, N. Mex. 

Rittmann, Clarence, 6330 Southwood, 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Sawhill, Lawrence W., 61 Academy Rd., 
Winnipeg 9, Man., Can. 

Schaeffer, Donald D., R. 8, Box 724 W.G., 
Charleston, S. C. 

Storm, Eugene H., 235 N. Dean, 
Centerville, Mich. 


Teachers: 


Brill, Paul G., 210 E., 5600 S., 
Murray 7, Utah 

Kellerman, Robert W., 44159 N. Hare 
wood Ave., Lancaster, Calif. 

Lipske, Herold H., 1072 Roberts St., 
Muskegon, Mich. 

Matern, John H., 94-06 221 St., 
Queens Village 28, N. Y. 

Moore, Donn A., 105 E. Seventh St., 
Belvidere, Ill. 


(574) 


Letters 


Letters to this department must be 
signed. Names will be withheld upon 
request. The opinions expressed are not 
necessarily those of the Editors, who 
may reject, print in full, or omit matter 
not pertinent. 
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Another Look at “Five Words” 


1. Is “Passion,” when applied to ou 
Lord’s suffering, really a Germanism? De 
not England’s three leading hymnals refes 
to the weeks before Holy Week as “Pasig 
siontide”? Does not Robert Bridges, poes 
laureate of England, in a Lenten hymi 
refer to our Lord’s “most bitter Passion”” 
Is not the English name, in England ana 
in America, for “O Haupt voll Blut ung 
Wunden” the “Passion Chorale”? Do noo 
music lovers everywhere refer with perfec} 
understanding to the “St. Matthew Pass 
sion”? Does anyone ever misunderstand 
the widely used term “Passion Play” 
(whether Oberammergau or Black Hills 01 
South Dakota) to signify a romantid) 
Hollywood production? Do any of oun 
people misunderstand the fourfold use of 
“Passion” in their favorite Lenten hymn} 
“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now on Thy Holy 
Passion” (140)? 

2. Is “old Adam” really a Germania! 
Is it not rather a near-Biblical concept: 
common to many languages? Does not) 
Roget’s Thesaurus of English Words anag 
Phrases list it? Is it not found even im 
one of the latest English lexicons, 
ster’s New World Dictionary of the Ameri 
can Language? | 


3. Is not the term “Fundamentalists,” 
which 50 years ago had a relatively gooda 
meaning, largely used today to signify cer- 
tain religious fanatics and extremists, withi 
whom Lutherans are not at all identical? 
Do not conservative religious journals dis 
tinguish between “Evangelicals” (believer 
in the basic Gospel truths) and “Funda-+ 
mentalists’? (Cp. also Lutheran Cyclo- 
pedia, “Fundamentalism,” p. 399) 


4. Is the once heroic and confessionalh 
term “Protestant” today really such ag 
“good word” for Lutherans to use toi 
identify themselves? Is it not essentially 
a negative term indicating what we ares 
not, rather than a positive term indicating’ 
what we really are? Does it not embrace 
all non-Catholics, thus putting us in one# 
class with the most blasphemous liberal 
unbelievers, with whom we have far lessis 
in common than with Catholics? 


5. As for the word “catholic,” whent 
used to signify the “universal” nature off 
Christ’s church and of the Christian faith, | 
is it not understood by most non-Lutherans i 
to mean precisely that — “universal? 
What else do Methodists, Presbyterians, } 
Congregationalists, and other Protestants 
mean when in the Apostles’ Creed they 
say, “I believe in the holy catholic 
church”? Do any of them even remotely 
think of identifying themselves with Ro- 
manism and the church of the pope? 

(REv.) ARTHUR F. KaTr 

Orlando, Fla. 


¢ 


The “old Adam” in me resents beings 
called German or Dutch. He is quite atl) 
home in England, too. The Book of Com-' 
mon Prayer has a form for the baptism 
of those of riper years, in which this sen- 
tence occurs: “Grant that the old Adam in| 
these persons may be so buried that the 
new man may be raised up in them.” 

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 
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“Fundamentalist”? To me it means one 
vho Insists on the primary fundamentals 
yf Christian doctrine but is willing to com- 
romise the rest by unionistic. practices 
nder an uneasy truce. Others may not 
gree with that definition, but at least it 
xcludes us Lutherans of the Missouri 
ynod — or if it doesn’t, it should. 


Rey.) E. P. Sc Z 
Peekskill, N. y.' tia 


Common usage as reflected in the dic- 
lOnaries and the service books of the 
hurch is against the suggestion that the 
yord .Passion” be supplanted with “Suf- 
ering” because “Passion” is a Germanism. 
Aodern dictionaries, without exception, 
ist the word with the meaning of Christ’s 
uffering as not archaic but in present-day 
se (English, German, French, Spanish, 
talian, Danish, etc.) and as referring first 
r second to the suffering of Christ, only 
ater in the meaning mentioned by Brother 
imon. The obvious reason is, of course, 
hat all these related languages (belonging 
0 the Indo-European family) incorporated 
t from the Latin. And may I add that 
ictionaries do not devise meanings but 
imply reflect usage. 

As to the church, “Passion” is used in 
he Anglican church (The Book of Com- 
1on Prayer; The Hymnal 1940: under 
Passiontide,” Nos. 62, 66, 71; Songs of 
raise, prepared by Percy Dearmer for use 
a the public schcols of England, has 

“Passiontide” section). The Oxford 
fompanion to Music (1955) has a two- 
age article on “The Passion Chorale.” 
he latest edition of Hymns Ancient and 
Modern contains a “Passiontide” section. 


St. Louis, Mo. (PRoF.) E. E. FOELBER 


Mr. Simon chose to ask the man on the 
treet the meaning of the term “catholic.” 
propose to ask the same man what “in- 
sgrate” means. He would probably re- 
pond with some reference to the race 
ssue. However, if I were to ask a mathe- 
1atician the same question, he would 
eply with a totally different answer be- 
ause to him the term means something 
Itogether different. 

Similarly in ecclesiastical usage “cath- 
lic” means “universal.” That is its mean- 
1g to a theologian no matter what the 
onsensus of the people on the street is. 
ndeed, one does not have to restrict such 
definition wholly to theologians. Web- 
ter’s New World Dictionary of the Amer- 
can Language (which purports to have 
sed as a criterion in defining and enter- 
ig words in this dictionary “the frequency 
f occurrence in contemporary American 
sage and in readings generally required 
f college and university students”) says 
¢atholic” means among other things “uni- 
ersal; all-inclusive; of general interest or 
alue.” The Athanasian Creed employs 
1e term in this sense, and in this sense it 
- also a “catholic” creed. In this sense 
1e Lutheran Church is also “catholic.” So 
appears to me it is our duty to explain 
hat the term means. 

I agree when Mr. Simon said that if 
ny church is Protestant it is the Lutheran 
‘hurch. However, what does the man on 
1e street call to mind when the word 
Protestant” is used? The Jehovah’s Wit- 
esses Kingdom Hall on the corner or the 
‘hristian Science lecture he may have at- 
xnded last week? Certainly the Lutheran 
hurch is none of these things. Yet we 
re lumped together with a diversified 
roup that in the final analysis is not sure 
hat it stands for any more. At the time 
f Luther “Protestant” had a very definite 
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meaning and stood for very definite doc- 
trines. This is the case no more. Not in 
America 1959. In this sense, then, the 
Lutheran Church is no longer Protestant. 

Webster again makes the interesting dif- 
ferentiation when he says the term “Cath- 
olic” refers to any “of the orthodox Chris- 
tian churches including the Roman, Greek 
Orthodox, and Anglo-Catholic, as dis- 
tinguished from the Reformed or Protes- 
tant churches.” Now are we Protestant, or 
orthodox and catholic, as Webster puts it? 

The term “catholic” should be used by 
the Lutheran Church, not in an endeavor 
to identify herself with Rome, which is the 
last thing she would want to do, but to 
break the exclusive hold Rome has tried 
to claim on a word which was used by 
Christians for centuries and also to differ- 
entiate herself from bodies which vary 
from her doctrines in an even greater de- 
gree than does Rome... . 


; CarL E. RoEMER, Jr. 
Iowa City, Iowa 


_If the Church of the Augsburg Confes- 
sion must alter and realter its Liturgy and 
carefully edit the public witness of its 
members to avoid misleading people out- 
side the church, then we are headed for 
chaos. For as soon as one word becomes 
“tainted,” then another will follow, and 
soon we will be carrying out our worship 
in sign language or else go back to Latin. 

It is common knowledge that the Ro- 
man Church has made an effort in recent 
years to completely capture the word 
“catholic” and to eliminate the word 
“Roman,” in order to strengthen its 
position as the “true Church.” Who 
knows, maybe the next word on the list 
is “Christian”! 

There will always be people who simply 
do not understand, and the answer is in 
education, not elimination. Heaven knows, 
Calvin made that horrible mistake. Must 
we repeat it? I am a Lutheran convert for 
many reasons, but an important one was 
to get away from “folksy” religion, which 
has become in many churches a vague and 
vaporous atmosphere surrounding a pleas- 
ant social get-together. 

If “catholic” means “Roman,” “Pas- 
sion” means “ardor,” “Protestant” and 
“Fundamental” mean low-church human- 
ism to most people, then our church and 
its people had best start correcting these 
errors. 


Monroe, Ga. Roy J. BEARD 


We should be anxious to call our- 
selves a “catholic” church rather than just 
a “Christian” church. 


Springfield, Il. 


. .. Then there is that word “Protes- 
tant.” I do not agree with the sentiments 
expressed by Mr. Simon. I am in favor of 
using the breakdown — Catholic, Protes- 
tant, Lutheran, and Jew —for the same 
reason that Mr. Simon advocates the drop- 
ping of “Passion”: modern usage has dis- 
torted the original meaning so that the 
term “Protestant” is utterly useless to us. 
The term has been used to describe any- 
thing that is neither Catholic nor Jewish. 

There is one other word commonly used 
in Lutheran circles that I think ought to 
be dropped. That word is “Reformed.” 
Lutheran theologians use the term when 
talking about Baptists, Presbyterians, etc. 
Unfortunately other people do not. I find 
that the use of this term creates confusion 
in the minds of many. 

LEONARD WILLIAMS 


ROBERT S, HALE 


Sunnyvale, Calif. 
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Ever since we’ve introduced The Lu- 
theran Hymnal in 1941 here at Messiah 
Lutheran, we’ve used the word “Christian” 
instead of “catholic” in the Athanasian 
Creed on Trinity Sunday—and we’ve 
done so for the very reasons Brother 
Simon delineates. We’ve had to write the 
change into some 400 hymnals to achieve 
this, but it’s been worth it. We believe the 
commonly accepted sense or meaning of 
a word takes precedence over historical or 
former meanings when you deal with aver- 
age people. 

Why not clear up these and other evi- 
dences of “muddy” speech and say what 
we mean in language people clearly under- 
stand? If we do so, we’re less likely to 
be obstacles in the way of the Holy Spirit’s 
activity in bringing to saving faith in Christ 
Jesus others still groping in sins and con- 
fusion. Life is confusing enough these 
days without Christians involving them- 
selves in needless double talk, too. 


(ReEv.) ELDOR MUELLER 
Sterling, Il. 


I am in accord with the views expressed 
in Pastor Simon’s letter. The words “Pas- 
sion,” “old man,” and “old Adam” must 
sound very strange to new members of our 
church, and what must outsiders think of 
these terms? 

It is almost shocking to read the word 
“catholic” in the Athanasian Creed. When 
this creed is read in unison by the congre- 
gation on Trinity Sunday, some of our 
members refuse to join in the reading be- 
cause this term “catholic” is offensive to 
them. Why not substitute “universal” in- 
stead of using it as an explanation? 

I would also like to say something about 
the terms used in the Order of Service in 
our Lutheran Hymnal. How many of our 
people know the meaning of the Latin 
terms used in our Hymnal — “Kyrie,” 
“Gloria Patri,” “Agnus. Dei,” “Nunc 
Dimittis,’ “Magnificat,” “Te Deum Lauda- 
mus”? Isn’t there an English translation 
to these words that could be used? 

I hope that when our Lutheran Hymnal 
is revised, some consideration will be given 
to the points I have mentioned. 

VERNICE EBERLEIN 

Klamath Falls, Oreg. 


“That Sickly Look” 


I’ve just seen a premier showing of the 
movie The Big Fisherman, in which men 
who begin to believe the moral teachings 
of Jesus are told, “You’ve got that look.” 

Permit me to express the hope that you 
and a good many others who bear the 
name of Christian will not get that sickly 
look which the picture gives to Chris- 
tianity. The movie is an artless story 
which is as empty of true Christianity as 
the selfish and spoiled young Arabian 
king who says “I believe” simply because 
he wants his legs restored. It fails com- 
pletely to depict the life and faith of Simon 
Peter or the workings of the Gospel. 

Sure, the sets are lavish and the cast 
numbers more than 2,500, but what is hap- 
pening to the cause of Christ and His 
church when the “look” of Christianity is 
seen through a picture which prostitutes 
the Gospel for entertainment and money 


urposes? 
ae ALLAN HarT JAHSMANN 


St. Louis, Mo. 


P.S. That Hollywood should be willing 
to produce such a picture is understand- 
able. The mystery will lie in the support 
that Christians may give it. 
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How long does 
God's investment 


in you last? 


When you reach retirement age, are you free 
from responsibilities to God? He says, “Occupy 
till | come.” (Luke 19213) 


New Frontiers for Spiritual Living by Charles 
A. Behnke shows how you can continue to serve 
the Lord through the later years in life — with 
prayer, doing telephoning for the church, taking 
care of clerical work, assisting in Sunday school, 
and in other ways. 


This book of 43 devotions helps you find the 
Friend you need when you're lonely, the courage 
to endure when you're sick, and the patience to 
be cheerful in difficult situations. Each of the 
devotions includes a suggested Bible reading, a 
meditation, and a prayer. Prayers for morning, 
evening, and special times and ten “Hymns That 
Never Grow Old” are sources of comfort when 
you need it most. 


108 pages. Cloth. $2.00. Order No. 6W1076 


ment and life application is For Such a Time as 
This by Oswald Riess. From these compelling 
devotional messages you learn how to focus your 
life on God, how to listen to a sermon, how to 
bear suffering. Throughout the book Pastor Riess 
emphasizes the constancy of God’s love for you. 


140 pages. Cloth. $2.50. Order No. 6W1075 


Order through your church office, church book display, or directly on the coupon below. 
Be ee en en see ee ee 
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis 18, Missouri 


Please send me these inspiring devotional books: 


——— No. 6W1076, NEW FRONTIERS FOR SPIRITUAL LIV- 
ING, by Behnke, @ $2.00 


_ = _ No. 6W1075, oe SUCH A TIME AS THIS, by Riess, 
@ $2.50 


IL em@lge Su OO Bill me 


(To cover partial cost of shipping and postage—on all CASH ORDERS — 
please add 5¢ for each dollar of your total purchase. Actual transportation 
costs will be billed on all CHARGE ORDERS.) 


Name 
Address 
City 


Lote ss == 1State 


CONCOROICG PUBLISHING HOUSE 


Another devotional book of warm encourage- 


